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> How did you decide to educate and work with art
and illustration?
>

> Can you say something about your art education?
>

> Do you work with illustration in your daytime job
or is your illustration-work your personal project in
the evenings?

>

> What are your ambitions and future plans?
>

> You seem to use the Internet in a smart way to
get contacts all over the world. Have you got any
illustration-jobs from other countries yet?

>
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Your illustrations seem to have both classical
japanese art and violent/cute manga and anime as
influences. Can you describe your personal
approach and your style of art?

0n your website you list Haruki Murakami as your
favorite writer. I read an interview at salon.com
where he said: “Young people these days don‘t
trust anything at all. They want to be free. This sys-
tem, our society, they won't accept such people. So
these people have to be outsiders, if they graduate
from school and don‘'t go to any company. These
people are becoming a big group in our society
these days. I can understand their feelings very
well.”
He is obviously an individualist in a country where
Lloyality to a group has been more common than indi-
vidualism and freedom. Have you read Murakamis
book where he interviews 63 victims who were on the
train during the sarin gas attack on the subway train
in Tokyo in March 19957
>

> He says he feels compassion for the life-stories of
the extremely hard-working people and also for the
young idealistic but misguided members of the

Aum cult. He says: “You learn something about the
world through good stories, serious stories.” Can
you explain why his books means a Lot for you?

>
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> Murakami says he likes western popular culture,
you obviously do too.. How do you reflect on your-
self as a pop-culture consumer? You obviously
spend some hours on TV and have shopping listed
as “Favorite thing”. Ilove the fact that we shop
our references and products all over the world,
across cultural borders. Right now I am eating
Calpis Water Candy from Japan and I have Yoshikin
Bunmei knives in my kitchen.

>

> How do you make your characters in your illus-
trations, do you imagine their whole personality or
story when you draw?

>
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> Is imagination, dreams, the subconscious or hav-
ing fun important for you in a creative process?
>

> What are the best manga/anime references?
>

> And what makes the best in your opinion?
>

> What music are you listening to today (when you
are answering this interview), what are you eating,
drinking, what kind of computer do you use, what
shoes and what brands of clothes are you wearing?
>

> Do you know anything about Nnorwegian
illustration or graphic design?
>
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Yuuka Suyama

suyamaBmmic.co.jp
http://www.mmic.co.jp/suyama/
http://www.shift.jp.org/043/jp/art.shtml

CALPIS Water candy, BLACK BLACK [Hi-technical excellent taste and flavour chewing gum), Carlsberg beer, Blue Gatorade, Coil (A Cold Cell dema), Paul Giger (Ignis), sitting on a Norwegian chair called BALANS,
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